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At the 1976 National Imnsulator Association convention, 1t
was voted by the membership to change the RIA figscal year to run
from April 1 to March 31. This sctlion took effect immediately,
making ALL memberships to expire

on Maroch 31, 1977. BEven though

you may be carrying a white mem-

bership card with the June 30, ACCEPTING DUES NOW

1977 expiration date, it is good '

only until Merch 31, 1977. NQW is the time to renew or
What will your dues buy?? join:

1. Membership in a National org- Dues are:

anization dedicated to the encou- |« $3.00 per year for the first

regemoent of insulator collecting family menmber,

and deeling, protecting the int- ¢ $1.00 per year for each add-

erests of lnsuletor collectors itional members of the family

and dealers, and establishing uging the same address,

standards and ethiecs by whish Simple enough? FPamilies and

¢ollectors and dealers mey fair- husband and wife couples will

ly desl with one another, even bensfit over the old rate

2., Quarterly issuee of "Drip with this new one,

Points®™ the NIA newsletter.

3. Colorful window decals of the official NIA seal for the first
two members of a family.
., Pree admission to the 8th National Convention on NIA day.
5. A copy of the current NIA membership directory.
6. A vote in bringing sbout constructive changes in .the NIA,
What does the XIA do with 1ts money??
1. Our current membership is about 810 active collectora., Thias
reflects active membership of over 1500 assigned membership mumbers
since 1973, Our active membership IS our financial support.
2. We spend approximately $250.00 for each issue of "Drip Points®,
3+ Ve have printing costs: decals, stationery, cards, etc,
—e 11, We have great mailing costa. The
' : _ treasurer meils membershlp cards and
INSIDE THIS ISSUE there are numerous pleces of corres-
$th National P R ¢ pondence inwhich the officers mmst
° rogress Kepor handle.
t ationd gre q . 5. We buy trophlies for the Nationals
» Reports From Officers—Editorial ana reglonal shows.
. THANK YOU members for your support,
- History Of The NIA ~-Carol McDougald, Treasurer




The question, "what can the NIA do for me," has
E BITGR’A! been a recurring statement since the early days of the
assoclation, Prospective as well as current members
repeatedly ask this question, what can the NIA do for me?

- In the early 1970's, a need for an organization of eollectors
was croated. Was this organization intended for social or monstary
benefits? Would it benefit all collectors? Would 1t promote the
hobby? These questions go on and on. Again, it was asked, what will
the NIA do for me? Some collectora, too impatient, expected miracles
to be performed over night, . They were very disappointed, However,
through the efforts of many hard working officers and committee people
f?ght3° support of the memberse, much progress has been slowly acocomp-

&d,

In 1%s fourth year of existance, much has been done, The NIA
has accomplished:
- 3Specifications for national conventions, regionaels, and other shows,
Guide lines for grading condition of insulators,
A standard color guide (set up by NIA President, Bob Alexander),
Standard judging rules and forms to be used at naticnal convent-
lons and regionals and other shows,
Awards to be given at various shows,
Informative newsletter available four times per year,
A grievaence and ethics commlttee that works.,
A standards ecommittee,
A ghow commlttee,
Historians,
To inform the public as well as new collectors about the insulator
collecting hobby.
And ultimately, as stated by Ray Bryan, Information Director, 1974,
"an organization that has national viaibllity...and standards and
ethlcs that its members can take pride in,"

What the future will bring is uncertain. However, with the
continned membership support and hard work of the assoclatlon, the
NIA will grow as it has done, Many more bensfits will be avallable
in the fubture, It is the responsibility of every 1lnsulator collector.
The present officers have many plans and ideas which need your help,
The NIA needs your support and suggeations on what you would like to
866 your organization do, Better yet, write to the NIA President,
Bob Alexander and tell him what you are going to do.

Report From The Information Director

Greetlings from your Information director! By now, it will be
assumed that you have read well into this issue, Just a brief note
into what goes into this report, Besides the hours of typing, and
writing, there is the stretching of what little material is given
to me, All contributions will be appreciated, After the material is
typed, about $130.00 worth of printing takes place. More hours worth
of collating, folding, and stapling take place, Another $125.00 goes
for stamps to be sent te nearly 800 addressea. Enjoy reading!

The Information director has recently offered the services of
the NIA to various antique and hobby periodicals.

Treasurer, Carol McDougald and myself, will be working on a slide
program which wlll be available to organizations., Donations of slides
will be appreciated,

-~Alan Rodgers



Hello, members...hello from warm Miami, Flerida where 1t is
about 75 degrees. Although they tell me that it has been very
sold elsewhere, (don't believe those stories about snow in Miami),
insulator activity = : : . =y has been rather glow
everywhers, £lth- JootiDh : pey °F ough collecting has
slowed due to the F gt & - weather, your NIA has
been vory busy thia_“:;__,., o Winter, The nominat.
ing committee ia Dacel Dt . W N currently working to
present its choice ' . T T - of candidates soon,
NIa President, Bob Alexander is currently printing the NIA windew
decals, I understand that they are very attractive and made of ve
high quality materiel, Sinee Bob is doing the printing, the NIA wil)
Bave & nice sum of money., The NIA would like to thank Mr, Willlsm
Brookfield of Norfolk, Connecticut for his donation of $25,00, Tt
will help tg P&y expenses greatly. %hanks, Also thanks to Jack
Snyder, Toledo, Ohio and Addie Tasem of K1 Gajon, Calif,, for their
denations of materials for the NTA scrapbook, Alsc, thanks Brent
Dingmen (Historieal Radio Services), Long Beach, Celif., for helping
%o promote the NIA through his »adio literature,

TOTALS OF Ineluded with the ballot for the 197677 officers,
THE (last summer), several queations were asked concern-
opmmNs ing the opinion of the general membership. The results
wore very interesting and many wrote in commanta, The
various NIA committees should take notlce In some of these coxments,
Opinion 1: Do _you want a RIA Directory? YES: 238 Ho: 32
Vory few comments were expressed with this one, However,
many felt that the directory was a waate of money and Crown Jewels of
the Wire magazine duplicated most hames, Negotlatilons are bolng held
Dora Herned te combine the directories of CJW with NIA in the
future., fthe directory for 1977 was prepared by Carel MeDougald, (sure
got me out of a lot of work, thanks Carol) and printed at reduced
costs by Bob Alexander., A great deal of momey and effort can be saved
by combining the two, What is your opinion?
Opmon 2: ) prefer a 4 A ory b

A very close gooision but the most corments given ineclude "doesn't

Opinion 3: r & bl-monthly newslett YES: 195 NO: 63
Many collectors favored this question, but your Inform-

ation Director deesn't, This newsletter is snough four times per yoar}
The budget also could not afford it, One interesting comment Included:
.o ."egpecially ir 1t includes articles on collectors, collections, new
finds, eteo... How about it members, I am locking for contributions,
Opinion k: Would you prefer the KTA convention to be held at the same
HeLC0 o8ch year and central polnt of U,S. YES: 95 NO: 170
This question raised many comments., "e..Shows that are held in the
Sameé place, tend to attract the same eoxact collsctors and displayers,. . ”
®...Doesn't need to be in the same plase, but centrally loceted,,."®
"«..1 think that Kenses would be the best place for the econvention
each yesar...® ®*,,, If the NIA conventlon were held imn a central point
I would never make it to onel),,,"

Hore comments and questions answered elsewhere in this issue. Some
very interesting pointg will be discussed,

This final note: thank you Carol McDougald for helping with the
address labels, (If you do not receive thias issue, blame her.)

~-Alan Rodgers
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The 1977-1978 membership roster i1s avallable due to ths great
efforts of Carol McDougald., Expert and quality printing was done
by Bob Alexander at reduced costs, Any corrections or changes that
may occur, should be noted to the information director so the notice
can be given to the membership, B

CONTINUATIOR OF OPINIONS,....c.. : B

"The only way we will Mmow how you feel 18 by letting us know.,."
The comments expressed by many members are given below with a reply
to some by this information director.

"To meny collectors droping out due to the price of insulators
getting out of reach, we are all not loaded with money",,. (ED: you
fen sure say that again!) "Arrange for a page in "Crown Jewsls,.."
(ED: this idea has been kicked around for some time now. Another
comment Just the opposite sald, "Eliminate excessive duplication
of NIA business commnjications in Crown JYewels, if it has already
been conveyed to ths membership 1n"¥EE"HII"ﬁSﬁiletter.“) "I think
various clubs and individuals should have the opportunity of hosting
the NIA conventions...® "Ig there a posslibility to have some kind of
show in Wlsconain?" "I think that Kansas would be the best place to
hare the convention avery year,,." "How about having the national
show in St. Louis next year?"” (The show site 1s not entirely up to
the decision of the NIA, A private individual or organization must
Sponsor the national, not the NIA, The NIA only takes offers and
by committee, selects the best site, with location only being a part
of the overall decision, 'The reason why a national has never been
held in St. Louis or Wisconsin, is for the simple resson, no ome
hag ever offered,) ™I believe it would be best to alternate the
NIA conventions to the east every three or four years,.." (ED: in
197, the convention was held in the east; 1975 it was held in the
west; 1976 it was held in the central region; and in 1977 1t will
be held in the east again, Simple rotation every three ysears,)

"I would like to see & decal and/or pin of our logo made available

to 'pald up! members...” (ED: NIA President Bob Alexander is currently

working on printing up some quality decals for the members,) "Can

not find regional map designating regions...I am in South Dekota, , .®

"Has Mississippl been bammed from the NIA,..not listed in Central

Region,.." (ED: here 1s a listing of the various reglons and states:

Bastern: Alabama, Comnectiecut, Delaware, District of Columbia,
Florida, Georgla, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, South Caroclina, Tennessee, Vermont,
Virginia, West Virginia, and MISSISSIPPI,

Central: Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky,
Loulslana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New
Mexico, Ohlo, Oklahoma, Texas, Wisconsin.,

Western: Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawail, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, and
Wyoming,

Much interest was given concerning the placement of the NTA esonvention

in a central location each year, "By moving the convention site each

yoar, 1t glves everybody a chance to travel or save travel expenses'",

"By holding different place each year, 1t would attract and make possi-

ble some new faces each year.,." Finally, "Keep up the good work, and

more collectors than sellers...” ENOUGH SAID!!
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EXTRA'!

Public ice skating at the Arena next door
to the NIA Counvention Hall.....s3C BRING YUUR
I2a SKATES3!!

“EXTRA-- EXTRA*

FinE! FREE! FRER! Entertainins movies for children at the Convention
Hall during tne rublic show hours provided by the

Slghth National Insulatorp Association Show hosts,
Len Linscott and Rob Alexanasr,

*

*

PARENT THKE NOT&!.,......3itters for your cnildren at a nominal
Charpe are available for those NIA
participante with small children and
needing this gervice.

REMENBLR, REMEMBER....Fcr the Ei:rith Nation=l Insulator Association
Convention information rackets, write or prons
L. L. (Len) Linrcott, 2557 Wicklaus Drive,
Titusville, Floridca 20780 (305)-267-9l170,

T*rAssicnrent of talles ure vein:; nade as

reservation: are recejved,



Good news for campers! Sanlan Ranch Campgroung and Travel
Trailer Resort...located 6 miles from the Convention Hall, Lakeland
Civic Center.... is offering a special rate to NIA members attending
the convention in Iakeland, July 15-17, 1977. With your NIA member-
ship card you can stay 4 days for the price of 3% days. Also, their
rates normally cover 2 persons/unit, but with the special rate, there
is no additional charge for extra persons in your party. They offer

the following:

e 1300 Acres to roam

* 300 Spacious Sites - * Abundant Wildlife — Bird Watchers Paradise

* Heated Olympic Pool & Wading Pool e Miles of Scenic Hiking Trails, Bridie Paths

* Pooiside Pavillion & Game Room and‘ Bicycle Paths

* City Water — Safe & Pure, Underground ® Private Lake with sand beach
Electric Service — Gver 200 lots with sewer * Fishing in private lake from bank
and 2 dumping stations

. Courts, H hoe Pit
* Recreation Room -— Air Conditioned Shuffleboard Courts, Horseshoe Pits

' ® Pj s ipped
® Convention Hall & Community Building with ayground — well equipp

fully equipped kitchen — Avaiiable for
Meetings, Group Parties, Square Dancing,
Bingo, Movies and Church Services

SCHEDULED EVENTS: *¢ Bingo Parties ¢ Card

[ ] —
Laundry. Clean & Modern Parties * Pot Luck Suppers * Movies ® Shuffle-

* 5 Modern Bathhouses — Formica Vanities board ® Horseshoes ® Square Dancing ® Fire-
and Deluxe Tile Showers side Evenis ® Holiday Events ¢ /

* Large Tabies and BBQ Grills

2 U el

APFROVED
CAMPGROUNG

¢ Convenience Food Store — ice and Gas
Refill Stations :

* Horse Stables — 24 Stalls and Individual
Tack Rooms — Lounhge and 2 Grooming Stalis.
Feed & Hay Available

FOR RESERVATIONS, WRITE OR
PHONE (813) 688-7074

S;ﬂunﬂﬂwl anpls f}arwqmghmnxﬁﬂl

RT. 5, BOX 140, LAKELAND, FLORIDA 38803 T Mulberry

il Us 98




HISTORY OF THE NIA by Alan Rodgers, Hlstorian

Insulator collectling as weé Imow it today began in the mid
19601s when the first books were published on the subject. 7The
popularity of {nsulator collecting rapidly begen to take hold.

New and different finds, such as the "one~of-a-~kind" and "first

to be seen anywhere"”, came regularly. The only organlzatlons around
were bottle ¢lubs and informal get-togethers. Mang collectors common-
1y answered the questlons, ®you collect what?" or "insul-whats?® from
the public, These were the days of informal collecting and the "blg
wheeler-dealers" were few and far-between. If I had an insulator you
did not have and you had an insulator that I 4id not have, then it was
an even trade, Even 1f it was an E.C. & M, for a Maydwell 20 mllk-
glass, everyone Was happy. There was something different about insul-
stor collectors; they helped each other and welcomed each other inbo
their homes, even 1f they were complete atrangers. All that had to be
done was to show an interest 1n another collectors' insulators and he
sent 1t on approval., Insulators for the most part were cheap and easy
to find, many times, just for the asking. Most llnemen were anxious
for some "fool"' collector to heul them away., Oh yes, these were the
good old days of insulator collecting.

A fow of the ploneers and well known collectors should be mentionad.
Mr, N. R, Woodward of Houston, Texas, had done much regearch into insul-
ators long before they were considered collectibles., Mr. Woodward is
the author of the C.D, - Consolidated Design numbers for identifying
atyles in hils collection. He published his first book in 1965 and sub-
sequent books have been a mast ever alince.

Mr. and Mrs, Marion Miiholland begen their research trips in 1968.
After traveling thousands of mlles each year, they have visited each
state in the U.S. and Canada, too. The late Mr. Milholland published
his first book in 1967, with many since. .

Collectors looked forward to reading about new finds and Ryhatzits"
by Prances Terrill. Her column titled "Insulator By-Lines" appeared
monthly in the 0ld Bottle Magazine. She also wrote six ilnsulator books
vefore she retired from writing and collecting in 1974.

Another of the ploneers were Don and Dora Rarned of Chilco, Calif,
They felt there was a need for & publitation devoted entirely to insul-
atora., "With no capital, @ handful of insulator collector's names and
addresses, a printer wllling to take a flyer, and a borrowed typewriter,
we started in a cormer of our 1ivingroom.,”" Insulators, Crown Jewels of
The Wire, was born in March, 1969. By March, 1970, when the magazine .
waa one year old, there were I 6ly subscribers. This magazine is vital
to insulator collecting and has §§own to a circulation of over 1,500
today., Dora has once commented, "Lt's very rewarding to bring the coll-
ectors together...Il enjoy insulator collectors -- they are the great-
eat people on earth.”

Insulator collectors had to depend on bottle collectors and shows
to meet and display. It wasn't until May 3, 1969, insulator collecting
£inally advanced forward when the first advertised "insulators only"
swap meet was held in California. The second one, sponsored by Warren
Olson, was held on July 20, 1969, This Denlson, Iowa meet boasted a
mere 16 collectors. Many of the first swap meets were held in back
yards or parks. Fancy auditoriums or hotels just aren't the same today.
Several more wWere acheduled in the following months.

THE FIRST NATIONAL
Tn late 1969, Dennis Donovan, Ms, Ariene Harris, and Mr, Dave Harrls,
decided to "step off the deep end” with the first so-called Natlonal



Insulator Collectors Swap Meet. It was to be held in Smith Auditor-

iwm in New Castle, Indlana, on June 20 - 21, 1970. The reports from

this show were unhsard of, as far & insulator collecting was concerned.
Thers wore 95 tables on two floors with 350 to 400 in attendance.
Everything from one dollar apiece lightning rod balls to & case of umused
g8lass block insulators were on sale. This, the first national paved

the way for the expansion and growth of the hobby and the future National
Insulator Association, .

In the months following the First National, insulator collecting
grow very rapldly. Insulators began to disappear from lines arcund the
country, Many telephons and even power companies were rapldly placing
their lines underground or in cables., Collectors were requisitioning
insulators both legally and unfortunately iliegally. Thus, the further
need for a leglitimate organization with a working code of ethics. There
are the dark sides of insulator collecting, too. Many rallroads and
utilities are beginning to "orack down" on people stealing insulators
and trespassing on their property, Several collectora have been slectro-
cuted while trying to remove insulators from "hot" lines.

Prices of some insulators dropped sharply and some ross. C(ollectors
seemed to enjoy {and they still do}, the urmusual colored items, "Insule
nuts" would pursue cables, then switch over, and the next "big thing"
became transpositiocns. Theare were soversl fabulous collections of
transpositions in those days.

THE SECOND NATIONAL

The Second National Show and Sale was held at the City Auditorium
in Colorado Springs, Colorado, This show, sponsored by Jesse Moreland,
was held on July 10-11, 1971. A totel of 1,200 viewed 137 sales tables
and 15 displays of insulators, A completely different kind of insulator
was shown at thls meet. The Frank Millers! of Tulsa, Oklahoma, cormemor-
ated the 1lst and 2nd meets, (and everyocne that followed) in a special
glass insulator reproduction. Many suggestions were hsard concerning
the formation of some type of national organization, Some were convinced
that a formal organization would "strangle us". Warren Olscn of Denison,
Iowa, noted, "the mutterings - both pro and con, were there and it was
apparent that something would be done", However, nothing mors was accomp-
lished at this insulator meet, '

In 1971, porcelain insulators began to recelve mch needed public-
ity through the efforts of Gerald Brown of Two Buttes, Colorado and Jack
Tod of Phoenlx, Arizona. Jack Tod developed "U" numbers for identifying
porcelaln as CD numbers are for glass., Gerald Brown lists a veriety of
porcelain from threadless to wiring knobs and a code system to match,

In February, 1972, the first issue of Cross Arms magazine was
published. This eastern insulator collectors? magazine was edited by
James Garrity of King of Prussia, Pennsylvenia, (now residing in Paxinos,
Pennsaylvenlasa.

A resl interest began to show for lightning rod balls. At the
first national, many were selling for as little as $1.00 esch., Now,
they were appearing more often for higher prices, but still rather difr-
icult to obtain,

The excliltement of collectlng was still growing. More clubs and
shows were forming each month, Insulators were still somewhat easily
obtainable in many areas. Digging in the Hemingray, Muncle, Indiana,
plant dump was popular with many unusual items turning up. New collect-
ors were coming in everyday as a few of the older well known collectors

were dropping out,

Coming in the spring edition.,...the Third Nationsl and the formation
of the foundation for the National Insulator Assoclation,



